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There are three search tools in FamilySearch’s Family Tree that will be shown.   
A. - Record Hints, B. - Search Records, & C. - Decendancy View. 

 

A. - Record Hints: 

1. Select the Details tab on the PERSON page of the individual you want to research. 
2. On the right side of the screen there is a box titled “Record Hints.” 
3. Click each of the hints to review them individually. 
4. “Research Suggestions” provide areas that may require further review. 
5. In the “Search Records Section,” click “FamilySearch,” “Ancestry,” “findmypast,” or 

”MyHeritage” for more potential available records. 
6. Click the “Show Details” link to view all of the record hints available. 
7. Click “Review and Attach”  for the next step or mark “Not a Match” if you are sure. 
8. The “Attach Historical Records to Family Tree” screen allows you to compare the 

record’s information to yours in Family Tree. 
9. Use the “Open” link to 

expand the section and 
“Close” to collapse it. 

10. Click “Close” opposite a 
name to close details or 

11. Click “Details” to show 
the details. 

12. Click “Change” dropdown 
to change the focus  
person. 

13. Select the Events to tag. 
14. When you have  

completed your review, 
click “Attach” to attach 
the record, “Not a 
Match” if the record is 
not for your person, or 
“Cancel” to quit without 
changes. 
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 B. - Search Records: 
 

1. Next click “Search Records” in the  
RESEARCH HELP box below the RECORD 
HINTS.   

2. Family Tree will use the information from 
your selected person to fill in search fields 
in FamilySearch. 

3. If an image of the record is available, you 
will see an Image icon (camera).  Clicking 
it will take you directly to the image to 
view it. 

4. Click the Details icon to see the details. 
5. You can also click the Name link on a 

Search Result to see the details. 
6. Both options 4 & 5 will open a window 

where you can attach the record directly to Family Tree. 
7. You can also copy, print, add it to your source box and also share it. 
8. There is also another link to view the document. 
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 C. - Descendancy View:  The new DESCENDANCY View in Family Tree provides great new helps  

for your research. 

1. Using the Family Tree drop down, select “Tree.” 
2. Find the individual you would like to research from the Traditional Family Tree view and click their name  

to open the summary card. 
3. Then click the TREE link. 
4. Change the view to VIEW: DESCENDANCY. 

5. Click the “Show” drop down menu to select what you would like to see in the view. 
 

6. Click Portraits and Spouses to switch between showing them or not.   As you 
can see, both are shown. 
 

7. The “Show” icons to the left (a. to d.) will show on the Descendancy View when 
checked.  Click the check box to remove the check mark so they don’t display. 

 
An example of each icon will be shown here and continued on the next page. 

a. Request Ordinances will display if there are possible ordinances to request, 
similar to the Traditional tree view. 
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1. Notice the “Data Problems” where Sivert was less than 12 years old when he was 
married. 

2. The “Record Hints” (Item b. above) shows a record for Norway, Marriages.   
3. Click the “Show Details” link. 
4. This will show a list of “Possible Matches.”  
5. Select the possible match record you want to consider and click “Review.” 
6. The “Attach Historical Records to Family Tree” allows you to Attach or mark it  

Not a Match.  
 
 
 

7. Notice the Birth dates don’t match. 
 

8. Click View Record to see the  
extracted information. 
 

9. This shows that Sivert was born  
in 1806, not 1820, making him  
24 years when he married, not 10! 
 

10. We also find his father’s name 
which is new information. 
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b. Record Hints in the Descendancy View are sim-
ilar to those found in “Record Hints”  on  
page 1. 

c. Research Suggestions will suggest possible  
situations where you might want to search for 
additional information. 

d. Data problems will list potential issues to  
address.  This is a good example of how  
helpful the Descendancy View can be. 
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